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April 28, 1899 608 

Yellow fever on the steamship North Anglia. 

Havana, Cuba, April 18, 1899. 

Sir : The following report of the inspection of the British steamship 
North Anglia is respectfully submitted : This vessel arrived here on 
Monday, April 3, with a cargo of coal from Philadelphia, Pa., went to 
a berth at Casa Blanca to discharge her cargo the same day, and was 
placed at the head of 2 piers, the bow being made fast to 1, the stern to 
the other. 

On Wednesday night, April 5, the captain was taken sick with what 
was not diagnosed by either Dr. Dudley or myself as yellow fever, and 
died Friday night, April 7, the duration of his illness being less than 
forty-eight hours. An autopsy, conducted by Surgeons Garter and 
Wasdin, Passed Assistant Surgeon Geddings, Sanitary Inspector Dud- 
ley, Acting Assistant Surgeon Menocal, and myself demonstrated the 
lesions of yellow fever. At the same time the steward of the vessel was 
examined and found with the disease. 

The weather being cold and disagreeable, a removal of the steward 
would have caused his death, and he was isolated where found, in the 
cabin, and after the discharge of a few tons of coal from her hold she 
was removed from the piers and placed in quarantine. 

Yesterday the steward, having so far advanced in convalescence as to 
be removed, and yet not able to continue with his vessel, he was sent 
ashore, the cabin and its contents were disinfected, and the vessel pro- 
ceeded this morning to Santiago de Cuba, there to discharge a small 
general cargo before proceeding to Baltimore. It will be noted that the 
cabin alone was disinfected, and for the following reasons. When 
lying at the piers the infection was a result of the following conditions : 
Alongside the pier to which the stern was made fast and within a few 
feet of the captain's stateroom in the cabin, was an old bark which had 
been lying in this harbor for about two years, dismantled and condemned, 
and which was being reconstructed into a barge, this work necessitating 
the removal of her deck. Much of the woodwork was rotten and had 
been thrown on the pierhead under the ports of the cabin, and it is 
evident that this material was the focus of infection. The persons 
attacked were master and steward, both living in the cabin. 

None of the engineers, living amidship, were attacked, nor were the 
sailors or firemen in the forecastle. The steward was isolated on the 
8th instant, and the vessel developed no more cases up to her leaving 
to-day, 18th. 

A certificate of her disinfection with data of her infection on bill of 
health was given vessel. The barge referred to has been removed from 
wharf by reason of my prohibiting it from being used until it and the 
infected wood and barge were taken away. 

An incident in this matter was the placing of 2 policemen on the 
North Anglia, with instructions not to allow any one aboard, by Surgeon 
Davis, U. S. A. His attention being called to his lack of jurisdiction 
resulted in their removal without unpleasant friction. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



